
The book of Esther is one of the most enjoyed and easily-read 
stories in all of scripture. The people of God are in exile in Persia. 
King Xerxes takes a liking to a young Jewish girl and chooses her 
to be his queen. In a dramatic twist involving her cousin Mordecai, 
she ends up saving her people from a conspiracy led by Haman, the 
king’s right-hand man. Esther trusted Mordecai; King Xerxes trusted 
Haman. Comparing these two trusting relationships we can discover: 
1) trust a proven past – the best way to predict a person’s future 
actions is to observe his/her past actions, 2) trust a noble motive – it 
is important to know a person’s end game and 3) trust family – as the 
cliché goes … blood is thicker than water.

Scripture:  Esther 1-7
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 THE EXILE
Mordecai vs. Haman

PART 4
Refl ection:

1. Other than your spouse, whom do you trust most in the world? How did you 
build so much trust in this person? 

2. Do you tend to trust others quickly or does it take a long time to develop trust?    

3. In comparing Mordecai with Haman we see the value of trusting a proven past. 
Have you ever been blinded by optimism? Have you ever made the mistake of 
ignoring someone’s past in your hopes for a great future? 

4. We also see the value of trusting noble character. How might a person identify 
someone else’s motive? People can be exceptionally deceptive – how do we 
break through that in our relationships?     

5. Some persons in our families are certainly not always to be trusted, but do you 
agree or disagree that they should be given an extra measure of grace?

6. Are you currently deciding whether or not to trust someone in your life? Is there 
anything you can learn from Esther’s trust of Mordecai vs. the king’s trust of 
Haman?

Questions:


